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Ilr M'ijor Hearn 
Regional Coordinator 
I J I innLb Enviionmental P r o t e c t i o n Ai^ency 
iliywood, I l l i n o i s 6015 3 

DeTr Mr Heirn 

^ i J 

k i I 

Hit^ogx 

Enclosed fni your review is a lecent letter transmitted to Mt 
Stephen Benoit in response Lo Ins /^pril 2A 1985 loddinc of an agri
chemical product ^nto 1 i^ aii ..̂  ft outside of the designuicu ̂ i..̂ p 
spiayer location Also, enclosed aie youi agency's remarks pertaining 
to th "ler-c^ity foi the i<=nlation of thî ^ type of activity fi-om normal 
non-cominercial aiicrift operations areas and an apparent 3ppro\al of the 
location from which the Rusk and Russell Custom Crop Spigy businesses 
â Ĝ condu"rcd 

Previous to this incident, Mr Benoit was informed that any handling 
of igrichemical pioducts should be accomplished in this designated aiea, 
howevei, the Aiipoit Authority's request has gone unheeded 

Since the Agency's interest in the airport in the past year and the 
Authority's increased iwareness of its own accountability, we would hope 
that you would suppoi t our position in this matter and provide us with 
additional supportive recommend itions 

Sincerely, 
KANKAKCr VALLEY AIRPORI AUTHORIIT 

A-^. y 
XAA. 

A 
P 

Steven C Skoiepa, AijpoiL Manager 
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A p r i l 30, 1985 

Stephen Lcnoit 
493 Chippewa Di i ve 
BouibonndLS, Illinois 60914 

De- Mr Benoit 

This IS to adv i s e you t h a t on A p r i l 24, 1985 a t rDpioxirnatr ly 4 15 p m 
you \ ei_G ob'^ervcd by a i r p o i t pei sonnel loading an ^i^r ichenical p iodu^t i n t o 
youL a i r c i a f t in the proAi iii t) of the Kunkake Avia t ion S>_rv]ceb o f f i c e 
and hangai f a c i l i t y 

You a r e hereby given n o t i c e to cea e and de '^is t troiii an) such f u r t h e r 
hanoJing oi igiichcmiL-dl ] uj"i^. in o(li i J ian tlic d- '^ i^ iT '^d c iop s p r i \ e i 
l o c a t i o n 

Enclosed for youi ] ev ]e \ ' i^ a p i cv ious Ju ly 30 1984 c o n espondence 
fiom the I l l i n o i s Environnienta] P i o t e c l i o n Agency (Ll ' \) to the A i rpo r t 
Au tho r i ty As i n d i c a t e d , the EPA has recommended the i s o l a t i o n of c iop 
s p i ij '1 l O n - fl o n no J a I CO l O "iLaS, lid has aopioxed 
of the l o c i t i o n c u r r e n t l y in use by the Rusk and Russel l Custom Spra} 
bus]ne<5ses 

Ihe AuthoLity has b^en cliaiged \ ' i t h the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y to ensure 
and md in t i i n t h a t a l l such agr icheTiical o p c i a t i o n s adhei c to those s e c t i o n s 
of tlie Envii om'Cntal Pi otei t i on Act and I l l i n c i s F o l l n t i o n Control Board 
Rules and Regu la t i ons as c i t e d w i t h i n the enclosed documenu 

In conc lu s ion , the EP\ has c l e a r l y poin ted out to tlic Aut l ior i ty , t h a t 
in a d d i t i o n to the o p e i a t o r of such an acLiva ty , the A i i p o r t Author i ty s h a l l 
be lield rLS]X)nsible for caus ing and/o i a l lowing v i o l a t i o n ^ of the ^bove 
mentioned Act However, the A u t h o i i t y would be wi th in i t s l i g h t s to liold 
you did youi s u p p l i e r r e s p o n s i b l e foi an) p e m l t i e s suf f( led by the 
A u t h o i i t y ds a r e s u l t of ) oui inisliandling of agr ichemica l p ioduc t s on 
a i l p o r t p i o p e r t y 

S i n c c i e l y ^ 
KAi\lv\l--'nVVAELEY AIRPQin ;\U.l 1 lOR I IT 

mxddidmx^ 
Robeit B Gldde, Chairman 

RBG/scs/vao 
Enclosure 
c c Joseph Yurgine 

Major Heam 
Donald Scliafei 
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J u l y 30 , 1984 

jumem Proiecti qenc 
1701 Fsrst Avenue, Maywood, IL . 60153 

\ ^ 

Mr Bol Glade, Chairman 
Kankakee Valley Aiiport Authoiity 
Gre-3ter Kankakee Airpoit 
Route 1, Bo\ 168 
Kanl ikee, 1]linois 60901 

Dear Mi G 1 -'dc 

On Md 17, 1981, Jay Patel, Jim Wiggins and A G Taylor, repr e =:cn t m g 
this Agency, \'isited the Grcduer Jt-nlalct^ /virport at }our request to 
survC; the aeiiaJ applicatoi operations based at the iiiport The 
courLC y snovn to tliP Agency rep > entalives during the visit is 
apprcc1 ated 

One of your piim r> concerns \ aS the location of the E->noit Crop 
Spraying service in the h?ngars usea mainlv for aiiplane stoiage bv 
private and corporate entities IV ithout the benefit of having access 
to the Ecnoit fici^ity oui icri^s nt'-tives could no"̂  determine if 
this operation was in violition of environmcntil regulations or 
causing any enviionmental piobleins Ho\cver, based on our 
cxpetiences witli otncr types of agr i c n emical facilities, we would 
recoiniiend t̂  at such an operation be isolated from the non-commercial 
stoi ape area as ^re the Rusk and Russell Custoin Spi ay bu'-inesses 

The inspection of sites mamged by Rusk Ci op Spraying and Russell 
Aviation revealed that theie did appear to be violations of the 
fo]lo\ing sections of the invi onmental Protection Act and Illinois 
Pollution Control Board Rules ind Regulations 

\ J 
n i Rev StTt 1983, Ch 111 1/2, par 9 

No peison shall 

Cause or threaten or nllo\ the discharge or emission 
of any contaminant into the enviionment in an) State 
so as to cause or tend to cause air pollution in 
Illinois, either alone or in combination with 
contaminants from other sources, or so as to violate 
regulations or stindards aaopted by the Board under 
tnis Act, 
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C" ise or allow the ooen burning of refu'^e, conduct any 
salvage operation by open burning, or cause ni allow 
the burning of anv refuse in an> chamber not 
specificall) designed for tlie purpose and approved by 
the Agency pursuant to regulations adopted by the 
Board uiiJci this Act, excci-)! tn"t the Board may adopt 
regulations permitting open burning of refuse in 
certain cases upon a finding tint no harm will result 
fiom such burning, or thit an> alternative mcihod of 
disposing of such refuse would create a safety hazard 
so exticme as to justify the pollution th^t would 
le'^ult from sucli buining 

X 
.p 

111 Rev St 1Q85, Ch 11] / 7 P ir 12 

No person shall 

SC or threaten or allo\N the disclaigc of ?n) 
liminants into the enviionment in any Stati so as 
cause o 1 tend to ca u je i Lc i pell 11 ̂  on i ii Illinois, 
her alone or in combination uith matter from othei 
rccj 01 o as to ^lol'te le^il-'tions or standards 
pted by the Pollution Control Board under tins Act, 

stiuct, iiistill, Ol ipCi^''^ dH) Lqui)jiiicni 
lilt), vessel, Ol aircraft capable of causing or 
tributing to \\itei i5o]lu*'ion, oi designed tr) 
vent water pollution, of any type designated bv 
id regulations, \ itnout n pennit granted by the 
ncy, or in violation of any conditions imposed by 
h p e 1 m 11 , 

sit any cont-^minants 
manner so as to ciea 
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1 mpos 
per in 1 
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e Boa 

allow 
he wa t 
but no 
nto an 
State, 
a rges 
his Ac 
ed by 
t fill 
) , or 
d by t 
r d wit 

upon the land in such place 
te a water pollution hazaid, 

the discliarge of any 
ers of tlic State, as defined 
t limited to, wIters to in) 
y well or from an) point 
without an N'^DLS permit for 
issued b> tlic Agenc) under 
t, or in violation of an) term 
such permit, or in violation 
ng lequirement established 
in violation of any 
he Board or of m y ord^r 
h respect to the KPDLS piogiam 
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111 Adm Code 306 lO'^Cb) 

Spills All rcason?ble measures, including where 
approPilate the provision of citchment areas, relief 
vessel-!, or entrapment dikes, shall be taken to prevent any 
spillage of con taiii incint s from causing waLCi poliucioi 

01-der to prevent any future \dter, air, 
lequest the following actions 

land pollution problems* 
/ 

\ Discontinue all open burning of commeicial wistes Pesticide, 
containeis should be emptied and triple rinsed using the rinsate 
as p u t ot the ^pra) solution The contiiners can tnea be mixed 
\-, ith othei genei'il refuse geiieiitcd at the site Tnd ti^^sn to a 
licensed sanitary landfill 

The l u g e chemical containers storing pesticides, fertilizers, 
'ind cro|,"i oils sliould be protcCLcd h ) a dike or oth^ '~t]ictures 
cipUi"'e of con " a m inn the contents of the stoied materials 
eve t of a sjiill 

in t 

An 1 iiipci mc 1 D1 e , zero discharge, wastewater collection system 
should be o p e ited at both the Rusk ind Russell sites If Rusk 
Ciop S|naving \\ishes to continue using their iDuiicd concrete t-̂ iik 
TS paiL of this s)steii, they should have the t m k tested for 
possible leaks, and they must anpl) for an Agency permit to 
opeiTLC An) ne\vly instilled treatment works will aloo require 
Tn Agenc; construction and op iition permit 

'Imsewarer ind spilled solutions collected by the s)stem shoulc' 
be stoiei, prcfeiabl) in above ground tanis, until the mateiials 

pait of a spray solution or treated b) some means can be used a; 
such as evapoi 111on 

Inteivieus uiti Mi Ho\ n d U'lieeler and Ilr Joe Russell disclosed two 
other matteis of concern A polluted discharge to the dr-^nnge ditch 
at the noithwest cornei of tne Russell site, which appeals to 
originate fiom an underground tile system, was described verball) and 
illustnted with photographs Also, it was stated thit in past yeirs 
pesticide \v'astê - were disposed of in tlie old farmstead foundation 
whei e the ^usk Ciop Spra)ing office trailer is no\N located Bui ned 
vcgetition was observed around the discharge point of a clay tile 
whicli appealed to lead aui) fiom the old foundation 

file:///dter
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The s t a t e m e n t s of Mi Wheelei and IE Rus s e l l indicate in the 
si t u i t i o n s d e s c r i b e d alTove t h e r e are p o t e n t i a l v i o l i t i o n s of the 
fol l o w i n g S e c t i o n s of the E n v i i o n m e n t a l P r o t e c t i o n Act 

A 
111 Rev Stat 198 3 Ch 111 1/2 , par 1? 

No peison shall 

J C a u s e 01 t h i e a t e n or alloi the d i s c h a r g e of any 
c o n t a m i n a n t s into the e n v i r o n m e n t in any Stite so as 
to c a u s e or tend to ca u s e w a t e r p o l l u t i o n in I l l i n o i s , 
e i t h e r a l o n e or in c o m b i n a t i o n with matter from othei 
s o u r c e s , or so as to v i o l i t e l e g u l a t i o n s or s t a n d i r d s 
a d o p t e d by the P o l l u t i o n C o n t i o l Board urdcr this 'Xct 

D e p o 
nd 

r 1 <̂  
cont 
here 
seua 
soui 
no 1 n 
See t 
or c 
of a 
unde 
r e ̂  u 
a d o p 

sit any cont-^minints upon the land in such p i i c e 
m nne 1 so as to c r e a t e a \% d t ei po 1 ] u t on h a z a r d , 

t ll c d 1 s c h d I g c 0 '̂  1 
of the Sta^'c, as defined 

e "''I'^a^cn or alloi 
a m i n a n t into tne uile 
in, i n c l u d i n p hut not limited to, uatci s to an) 
ge w o r k s , or into ui. \ -11 oi fiom any point 
cc \vithin the S t a t e w i t h o u t an N P D E S permit for 
t so 11 rce disrh3i;^cs issued by the Agencv indei 
ion 3 9 ( b ) of this n e t , oi in v i o l a t i o n of anv tei in 
o n d i t i o n imj:)0sed b) such p c i m i t , or in v i o l i t i o n 
ny Nl DES pei mi t filing rcquiienient est ibli shed 
r S e c t i o n 3 9 ( b ) , oi in v i o l a t i o n of any 
1 a 11 o n s a d o p t e d by tne B o n d o o i any o i d e r 
ted b) the board witn r e s p e c t to the N'PDI S p r o g r a m 

X l l Rev Stat 1983 Ch 111 1/2 par 21 

No p e r s o n shall 

'̂  C a u s e or a l l o w the open d u m p i n g of in) waste 

b A b a n d o n , d u m p , or depo„,it any wiste upon the pub l i c 
hi<i'hi'a)s 01 othei p u b l i c pi o p e r t ) , except in a 
sa n i t a r y l a n d f i l l a p p r o v e d b) the A g e n c ) p u r s u a n t to 
r e g u l a t i o n s adopted by the Board 

d C o n d u c t any w a s t e - 1 r c i t m e n t , \ i s t c - d i s p o s a 1 , oi 
s p e e n l w a s t e - t r m s p 0 1 t a t i o n opci ition 
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W i t h o u t a ~p e I m 1 1 
vlola tion of any 
p e r m i t , 1nclud in 
a c c e s s to a d e q u a 
of f a c i l i t i e s , a 
c o m p l i a n c e with 
and s t i n d a i d s ad 
h0wcv e1 , that no 
anv pel son c o n d u 
t r e a t m e n t , w a s t e 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n o 
by such p o i s o n ' s 
stoi '̂ CI, t i e a t e d . 

g r a n t e d b y t h e Ac-
c o n d i t i o n s i m p o s e 

g ]D e r 1 o d 
t e r e c c3 r 
s m-^y be 

this A c t 
opted th 
p e i m i t 

c 11 n g a 
-disi^osa 
per a tion 
0 V n act 
d 1 S JT 0 s c 

the site w h e i e such w i •-1 

IC reports 
ds and the 
nc ces sar) 
ind with 

e r e u n d e I 
s h a l l b e r 
\ \ a s t c - s t o i 

enc) or in 
d by such 
and full 
inspect ion 
to assure 

regulations 
p 1 0 V 1 d p d , 
e q u i r e d foi 
a g e , w d o t p 

1, 01 s p e c i a l \vastc 
f o r \%a5tes g e n e i a t e d 

1V 11 1 e s \\ ll 
d or t r a n '̂  
es arc gen 

ich a r e 
D o I r e d \\ 1 t h 1 n 
CI a ted or , 

? In \iolation of my regulitions or standards 
adopted h\ the Boaid under this Act 

This ^ubscction (d) shall not appl) to h'^ardous 
\ I s t e 

e Disoose, treat, or store an) \ iste, or transport an) 
lasre mti this St^t" for d^sp ^il, treilm^nt or 
stoiage except it a site or ticilit) which meets the 
1 equ I r eiiien t s of this Act and of regulations and 
standirds thereunder. 

In orciei to veiif) the integrity of the undei ground water supply at 
the site and cnsui„ thâ " pesticide contaminants are not being 
disci argea vii the tile s)stems identified, we lequest the following 

1 locate the tile line that discharges at the nortl)-,=st corner of 
the lUissell site that apparently runs along the north edge of the 
Russell ^vlatlon loadout area and the bituminous pad installed by 
Rusk Cl on Spriying ,Hando n~ so 11 samples should^ be-co I Ice t ea ^ ^ 
along tlie tile ^vstem at various depths down to the level of thS 
tile ^ 

A s1nuiar-so 11 sample should bc tafpn at giaduated levels to a 
idepth of SIX feet fiom the di-,intpgrated section of the' »' 
bituminous pad^ just south of the buiied conciete tank opeiated b\ 
Rusk Ciop Spraying 

file:////astc-stoi
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3 Soil samples should be collected at the old farmsteid site at / 
vaiious -depths down to the lowest level of the foundation both 
withiji__tne fourjdation and at three points around the perimeter 
the foundation 

4 Water samples should be collected fiom tne well supply on thL 
Russell Aviation site i 

oî  

5 U'aLcr samples should be t ikcn from the flow in the tile running 
along the north cJgc^of >.the Russell Av ation and Rusk Ciop / 
Spraying loadout areas 

6 All samples colleeted should be analv-ed for total organics and 
-screened for pesticides A'*copy of the anal)ses sheets shall bc 
submitted to this Ay^iicy 5 

As minigeis of the airport property and opi^ntors of the aerial spr?) 
services, the kankakee Valley Airport Authority, Rû k̂ Crop Spraying, 
and Russell Aviation are mutually re-^ponsihle loi sec i ,̂ tl ji tlio 
requested ictions are puisued A cop) of this letter is also being 
foi\a-JuJ t^ M-- Joe Russell and Mr Ho\ ard Wheeler as a notice of 
the \gency's findings ind expected response Please advise this 
Agencv in writing within thirty (30) di\s of your Intended plans of 
action 

If you have any questions contact me at 
Environmental Protection Agency office 

Sinccie Iv, 

the Ma)wood Regional Illinois 

yic^y ly^^iX 
Major Hearn 
Regional Cooidinator 

NIH pgb 1718A 
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